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MEMORANDUM ; THE PRESIDEYT HAS Srrg -a S

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

INFORMATION

‘SECRET(GDS) o | 26 November 1975
MEMORANDUM FOR:  THE PRESIDENT |

FROM: o BRENT SCOWCROFTM%,
SUBJECT: : Communications with the Middle Fast

The memorandum at Tab A was given to youby a private citizen who is
concerned that our communications capabilities to the Middle East are
shaky. You asked for a reporf on the matter.

U. S. communications in the Mid-East have been substantially degraded
by two recent incidents: (1) the failure of the Atlantic Defense Satellite
Cornmunications System (DSCS) satellite, and (2) extensive damage to
the U,S. Naval Communications Station at Asmara, Ethiopia, caused
by the September 1975 attack by Eritrean insurgents. '

A replacement satellite to restore DSCS service to the Mid-East is
planned for launch in May 1977. In the interim, satellite communica-
tions capabilities are being provided in most Mid-East areas by leased
cornmercial circuits over the INTELSAT satellite, as well as use of the
United Kingdom's SKYNET satellite, and will be augmented by the Gap-
filler Satellite early next year. : ‘ :

Until the time of the insurgent attack, the Asmara communications station
provided long-range high-frequency radio communications for U.S, Naval
units operating in the northwest Indian Ocean, contingency communications
for U, S, military operations in the Middle East, or Persian Gulf areas
(disaster relief or airlift, for example), and communications to Presi-
dential or VIP aircraft (MYSTIC STAR), Partial restoration of opera- -
tions at Asmara is expected in March 1976. In the interim, limited high
frequenc:y radio communications with reduced coverage is provided by
other U. S. military installations in Europe, and from the U.S, commu-
nications sites at Bahrein and Diego Garcia, [osvb Review Completed|

The long-term future need for the communications station at Asmara is
being addressed by an interagency study group directed by NSSM 233, A
number of alternatives for the station and the functions it performs are
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 three major functions: '

 Partial restoration of operations at:

from units operating in the northwest Indian: Ocean'
munications for any U. S. mthtary 0peratmn (dxsaster rehef, atrlift etc.
‘or Task Force deployed to the Africa, Middle East, or Persian Gulf area,
‘and (3) Presidential and VIP aircraft commumcatmns (MYSTIC STAR). .
Asmara is expected in March 1976, : In
the interim, ‘limited HF capability wmh!.freduced coverage and rehabt.ht'y 1
 provided by U.S. Navy sttes in Greece,w;Bahrem (Persian Gulf covera.ge :

~only), and Diego Garcia; by U.S. Air'Force facilities in England,

Turkey, and Ascenuon Island a.nd U }’S‘“’t Army facihtles in Germany'.

The long-term future of and need for the commumcatmns sta.tmn at Asmara
is being addressed by an Interagency Study. dlrected by NSSM 233, This
study group is considering the value of the’ AB '( 3 statwn to the: U.. s. and

is evaluating a number of alternatwes fo
formas, mcludmg ' g

‘(1) Retention of the current base. . R RO
 Saudi Arabia, or

- ‘_‘_(2) Reloca.tmn to another site in Ethxopm. Ira
;other locationa in the M1ddle East or. Afnca.,

(3) Closure of the current base and support of selected mlssmns.byi’
'deployment of mo'bnle/ tran3porta.b1e commu.mcatxons facﬂﬂ:les

' when required; | ‘ | ¥ ‘
{4) Closure of the current base and suppork of: elected missions by
. a spxp‘speclfxcally configured as a commumcatmns station.

- (This alternative, which was specxflcally suggested by the memo
‘randum to the President,at Tab A, would be less vulnerable to’
political pressure or insurgent activitists, ‘but ha.s several draw-— -
_backe including the high opera ting - ‘and. ma.mtena.nce ‘cost of the.

- - ship, and technical limitations on the. capabxhty of the HF radm
inlposed by the hmxted area ava.xlable for HF antennas.)

lete answer to the quesl:mns razaed by the memorandmn at Ta.b A
of the serverity of the problem, and an evaluatmn

will be included in the response to NSSM 233, 0 i
Defenae\,‘ and ;

- A comp

“including an assessment
of alternative solutions,

' This response is currently being mrculated in draft to Sta.te,

HCIA for: clearance and/or conn'nent. o
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: Apropo sed iﬁemora;hdﬁih to the President is at Tab I for your signature.

~This memorandum- summarizes the status of U.S, communicationto ...~~~

' the Middle East and informs the President of the actions being ta,k-en m an
. Tesponse to;NSSM‘_ZSS_.‘-: g g T L,

i)
Y

That ybu sign the'fnemora.ndﬁrxi' to the President at Tab L.

"~ Concurrence:

Hal Horan ’,dff:}' |

Attachments: o SRS N
- Tab I -- Memo to the President (for signature) -
0 Tah A --Memo to President from private citizen
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. . THE WHITE HOUSE

. WASHINGTON:

S INFORMATION

“FROM: ~ BRENT SCOWCROFT

" The memorandum at Tab A was given to you by a pi-iv._ﬁféHéiti‘ien}__-‘%v‘ﬁ&‘ is

‘shaky. Youasked for a report on the matter, ' .

‘Communications System (DSCS) _satellitg“,’;f“j_a“nd (2) extensive damage to

by the September 1975 attack by Eritrean ‘insurgents.

~ planned for launch in May 1977. - In the interim, satellite communica-

"number of alternatives for the station and the functions it performs are -

MEMORANDUM FOR:  THE PRESIDENT )

SUBJECT: Communtcations with the Middle East

concerned that our communications capabilities to the _M'iddle East are "

U. S. communications in the Mzd-Easthavebeen su‘l:v"\é:té:\’r‘;‘ti;any' degraded
by two recent incidents: (1) the failure of the ‘Atlantic Defense Satellite .

the U.S. Naval Communications Station at Asmara, Ethiopia, ‘caused

A _‘repla‘.cemexﬁ: satellite to restore D‘SCkSirsféi-irzice‘td“ the Mid-East is

tions capabilities are being provided in most Mid-East areas by leased :
commercial circuits over the INTELSAT satellite, as well as use of the

United Kingdom's SKYNET satellite, and will be augmented by the Gap-. .
filler Satellite early next year. . T AR S e e

~Until the time of the insurgent attack, the Asmara _communicétibﬁ gtation

provided long-range high-frequencv- radip\f'communications for U.S. Naval

units operating in the northwest Indiah'_Ocean, ‘contingency communica.ti.on»s’ S
for U.S. military operations in the Middle Fast, or Persian Gulf areas |
(disaster relief or airlift, for example), and communications to Presi- -
dential or VIP aircraft (MYSTIC STAR). -Partial restoration of opera- -
tions at Asmara is expected in March 1976. In the interim, limited high
frequency radio communications with reduced coverage is providedby
other U, S. military installations in Europe, and from the U.S. commu-"
nications sites at Bahrein and Diego Garcia. PN o g

The ‘ldng—te.fm: future need for the comm \“‘ﬁ‘;‘;\‘iéétioﬂs‘ea_‘tafidn at Asmara m
being addressed by an interagency study group directed by NSSM 233, A«
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= being evaluated by this study, r.ncludmg alterna.te locations for a o
- ‘land-based station as well as use of a sl:up converted into a ﬂoatmg
' communications station, The response to: this NSSM will provide

a comprehensive answer to the questxons ralsed by the memora.nduxn
i]c-at Tab A.- | | \ ERE S

sy

A.ttachment- : - AR o G
‘Tab A --Memo from a prwate cxtlzen S e T e
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WABHINGTQN |

-November 14, 1 975

MEMORANDUM FOR:  BRENT scowcnortr
o ;‘FROM B - DICK CHENE//)
e Brent, the attached was given to the Premdent by a pnvate _cltx.zen

¥ who claims to have some knowledge that’ our: commumcatrorm
o 'capabihtles in the ded].e Eaat are shakey. i

- " The Pres;dent asked that I pass 11: on to ynu w1th the request
.that you check into it and get back to lum w1th a. report :

, ‘:Atta.chment‘ "
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In view of the volatile situation in almost every?country of theﬁ R

W:liddle East there 1s concern about the communications system there

;ior the United States Turkey*is directlv connected w1thﬂthe NATO”

\system but the communicatlon system for the United States to other

ﬂcountries in the Middle East is not always reliable. Ob'\ously we
}cnnnot rely on Beirut and though we have communication ‘ -

jout of. Israel thet system 15 notﬁconnected with the rest of the

iuiddle East i,
‘ So much can happen so fast 1n that part of the worldfthat we need

fthe most reliable and best pos51b1e communications at all timee.nﬁnndfi 

:systems thnt are completely controlled by us. One solunion (sugge"ted

'by U. 8. pereonnel) anchoring a ship”in the Eastern Medlterranean

"‘V

ith all systems of communication on. it not juet relyif

;on satellites,d\

?then connect 1t thh a11 of -our installations iu a11 ofﬂthe&countrles

fbeyond Turkey as far as Iran*

‘down through the Persian Gulf‘_andfg

E;througnout the Middle East o

- To sum up, it may be farsighted to find out 1f indeed this problem

°e31sts, and 1f so what the solutiou should be. -'t ﬁfﬁ ﬂfﬁ‘i".
NN S : VILLEGIB
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